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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 
The mission of the Montgomery County Domestic Violence Coordinating Council is to 
reduce the incidence of domestic violence and create a safe community for families to 
live free of abuse. 
 
 
 
 

TERM OF SERVICE 
 

There are fifteen voting members of the Domestic Violence Coordinating Council who 
serve without compensation and are confirmed by the County Council.  Five are Ex-
Officio members who serve at the request of the County Executive:  the Administrative 
Judge of the Circuit Court; the Administrative Judge of the District Court; the Sheriff; the 
State’s Attorney; and the Regional Director for the Maryland Division of Parole and 
Probation.  There are five Ex-Officio members who are appointed by the County 
Executive: a member of the County Council, the Directors of the Departments of 
Correction and Rehabilitation, Health and Human Services, Police, and the Commission 
for Women.  In addition, there are five members of the general public appointed by the 
County Executive for three year terms, one of whom is an attorney representing 
domestic violence victims, and four who have a demonstrated interest in domestic 
violence issues, including at least one who is a former victim of domestic violence.   
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
 

The Domestic Violence Coordinating Council meets bi-monthly on the second Thursday 
of the month and has met twenty times since September 2006.  Meetings are open to 
the public. 
 
 
The Domestic violence Coordinating Council re-elected as its Chair the Honorable 
Marielsa Bernard, Associate Judge, Circuit Court for Montgomery County and as Vice 
Chair, Susan C. Mize, community member. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
In the third year since its creation, the Domestic Violence Coordinating Council has 
advanced its mission of reducing the incidence of domestic violence and creating a safe 
community where families are free of abuse.  In 2008-2009 the three committees, Victim 
Services, Education and Outreach and Legislative and Policy Planning have each 
identified focus areas and made progress on executing recommendations from the 
previous report.  This report summarizes the accomplishments of the past year, makes 
recommendations for the next and submits an action plan for each proposal.   
 

Accomplishments: 
• Coordinated a three day Family Justice Center (FJC) strategic planning session 

in September, 2008 with over 100 representatives from 30 county agencies and 
organizations in attendance; 

 
• Sponsored and collaborated with multiple county agencies and organizations for 

the 1st Montgomery County Fatherhood Conference in November 2008 
 
• Created the FJC Foundation 501 (3) (c), a non-profit corporation, to help support 

the FJC through varied community education and fundraising efforts; 
 

• Coordinated a two day follow up FJC Strategic Planning Session Part 2 in 
February, 2009; 

 
• Soft opening of Montgomery County’s FJC in April 2009, with a Grand Opening 

on May 18, 2009; 
 

• Developed and Implemented a Healthy Teen Dating Curriculum Pilot Program for 
Montgomery County Public Schools; 

 
• Implemented the Lethality Assessment Protocol (LAP) throughout Montgomery 

County 
 

• Created FJC brochures in English and Spanish for distribution to public and 
community partners; 

 
• Developed FJC Foundation Website http://www.mcfjcfoundation.org/; 
 
• Developed FJC website www.montgomerycountymd.gov/fjc; 

 
• Coordinated  Summer Camp Programs with Rockville City and Montgomery 

County Department of Recreation to benefit children residing in shelter and 
participating in the Safe Start counseling program; 

 
• Organized an Earth Day Volunteer Event at FJC; 
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• Established the Pro Bono Lawyers Initiative Program to refer domestic violence 
victims to pro bono attorneys for representation at protective order hearings; 

 
• Created Bus Cards in English and Spanish to increase awareness of the FJC 

among victims of domestic violence and the community; 
 

• Participated in Law Day, April 2009 to promote awareness of the FJC among 
attorneys practicing in Montgomery County; 

 
• Initiated planning for October 2009 Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

Conference to raise awareness about healthy teen dating relationships and 
warning signs of potentially abusive relationships; 

 
• Continued distribution of Domestic Violence Posters in coordination with the 

Montgomery County Office of Liquor Control; 
 
• Continued outreach to domestic violence offenders through the English and 

Spanish bus card campaign; 
 
• Continued airing of Domestic Violence Public Service Announcement in English 

and Spanish through Montgomery County Municipal Cable; 
 

• Collaborated with the Office of Intergovernmental Relations and the Maryland 
Network Against Domestic Violence on numerous bills in the 2009 Maryland 
General Assembly including:  

• SB 267/HB 296 Protective Order- Surrender of Firearms; 
• SB 268/HB 302 Temporary Protective Order- Surrender of Firearms;  
• HB98 Domestic Violence-Temporary Protective Orders-Extension; and 
• HB 845/SB 1049 Domestic Violence Awareness “Tween/Teen Dating 

Violence Education and Awareness.  
 

• Introduced and supported Bill 26-09, Domestic Violence Coordinating Council- 
Membership.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE NEXT YEAR: 
 

 
• Collaboration among FJC agency partners, FJC Foundation and community 

volunteers for ongoing sustainability and effective operation of the Montgomery 
County Family Justice Center; 

 
• Collaboration with county schools on widespread implementation of the Healthy 

Teen Dating Curriculum; 
 

• Increase awareness and expansion of services for child witnesses of domestic 
violence; 

 
• Continuation of programs for outreach and education to the immigrant community 

on domestic violence issues; 
 

• Review of policies and practices to increase offender accountability. 
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VICTIM SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

Chair:  Hannah Sassoon 
 

The Victim Services Committee has been active in developing and putting into practice 
the following 4 objectives:   

1. Planning for the spring 2009 opening of the Family Justice Center;  
2. Establishing the FJC Foundation 501 (c) (3);  
3. Developing a pro-bono lawyer’s initiative for domestic violence victims ; 
4. Implementing a Kid’s Camp program for child witnesses of domestic violence. 

 
The following is a summary of projects the committee has completed in 2008-2009 to 
meet these priorities: 

1. Planning for the spring 2009 opening of the Family Justice Center;  
 
Family Justice Center 
The Victim Services Committee fulfilled a very significant goal in April 2009 when 
Montgomery County’s Family Justice Center officially opened at 600 Jefferson Street in 
Rockville.  The site, centrally located in the county near the courts and public 
transportation, brings together numerous critical services for domestic violence victims 
and their children.  Prior to its opening, domestic violence services were fragmented 
across the county, making it incredibly difficult for victims seeking assistance for the 
violence in their lives to navigate.  
 
The FJC model has been identified as a “best practice” for reducing domestic violence 
by the US Department of Justice. Other Family Justice Centers around the United 
States have proven their effectiveness through reduction in domestic violence 
homicides, improved victim cooperation with law enforcement and criminal case 
prosecution and increased victim independence and empowerment. 
 
Montgomery County’s Family Justice Center is one of only 40 in existence nationally 
and internationally.  The mission of the county’s FJC is to promote safety, well-being 
and healing for victims of family violence. In order to carry out that mission and create 
short and long term sustainability, critical strategic planning sessions were developed to 
support the successful operation of the FJC. The following section provides information 
about the planning phases over the last year and the current status of the FJC. 
 
Strategic Planning Session I: 
September 21st – 23rd, 2008 marked the initial strategic planning session for 
Montgomery County’s Family Justice Center.  Casey Gwinn, President of the Family 
Justice Center Alliance and founder of San Diego’s FJC was present with Judi Adams 
from the Family Justice Center Alliance to facilitate the planning sessions.  Over 100 
representatives from 30 county agencies and organizations joined together to draft a 
one year and five year plan for Montgomery County’s Family Justice Center.   The 
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overall vision for the FJC was created and committees with identified leaders and tasks 
were developed.  The Operations, Facilities and Resource committees were the work 
groups established during the initial planning session.   
 
Strategic Planning Session II: 
Strategic Planning Session Part 2 took place early in February, 2009. Gael Strack, CEO 
of the Family Justice Center Alliance and former Director of the San Diego Family 
Justice Center led the planning meetings.  The goal of the follow-up session was to 
review the group’s vision for the FJC, hear committee progress reports, and identify 
what has been learned through the planning process and plan for the target date 
opening of the FJC.    
 
Current Status of the FJC: 
Montgomery County’s Family Justice Center had a soft opening in April, 2009 and 
celebrated a Grand Opening on May 18, 2009.  On-site partners at the FJC include the 
Office of the Sheriff, Office of the State’s Attorney, Health and Human Service’s Abused 
Persons Program, House of Ruth, Catholic Charities and the STTAR Center.  Additional 
off-site partners include Montgomery County Departments of Police, Commission for 
Women, Office of Community Partnerships and Correction and Rehabilitation, Maryland 
Department of Child Enforcement, Safe Start Counseling for Child Witnesses of 
Domestic Violence, Interfaith Community Against Domestic Violence and the Child 
Assessment Center.  
 
Domestic Violence victims seeking services at the FJC can receive an array of services 
to include: 

• Safety Planning 
• Legal Advocacy 
• Legal Representation for Civil Protective Orders 
• Counseling for victims and their children 
• Immigration Consultation 
• Criminal Investigation 
• Emergency Protective Order 
• Shelter Placement 
• Referral to Safe Haven for pets 
• Child Assessment Services 

 
These services are provided in a safe and comfortable environment.  Snacks are 
available in the family area and a fully equipped playroom is accessible to children 
visiting the FJC. 
 
To date over 500 victims have received services at Montgomery County’s FJC.  Primary 
services sought at the FJC include advocacy with protective orders and counseling.  
The FJC was fortunate to secure a partnership with STTAR Center, a not for profit 
organization, to provide long term counseling to victims at no cost to the county other 
than office space.   Surveys distributed to each FJC client upon the conclusion of their 
visit indicate overwhelmingly that victims are very pleased with the coordinated services 
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received at the FJC.  The following are some comments made by victims regarding their 
visit to the FJC: 
 

• I am grateful for the support I got here. 
• People were very warm and made me feel comfortable. 
• I am so happy with the service.  They provided me good information. 
• Came in with little hope, left feeling relieved. 
• I am so glad the Crisis Center referred me to FJC.  I feel safer. 
• Thank you for making the process so easy. 
• Everyone made a difficult situation easy to navigate. 
• I am grateful for this agency’s concern and help for all individuals who are 

and have the same and different abuse problems.  This county has and is 
providing safe environments and a sense of well being to function as a 
healthy citizen of Montgomery County. 

 
Video Conferencing from the FJC to the Courts for Protective Orders 
Chief Judge Robert M. Bell of the Maryland Court of Appeals issued an Administrative 
Order permitting the use of video conferencing for ex-parte, temporary Protective 
Orders as part of a pilot program in Montgomery County.  The courts workgroup created 
at the September strategic planning session has developed a plan for submission to the 
court.  Verizon Wireless Foundation provided a grant of $60,000 to the FJC Foundation 
for the video equipment that will be used. 
 
FJC Brochures 
FJC brochures in both English and Spanish (Appendices A & B) were created.  Over 
30,000 copies were printed and distributed to county agencies and organizations, law 
enforcement offices and throughout the community to raise awareness of the newly 
opened FJC.  The brochures are very colorful and include a photo of the FJC building, 
several photos of individuals and subtle butterflies for decoration. Specific information 
regarding eligibility for services at the FJC is included in the brochure.  Available on-site 
services as well as community partners are detailed in the brochure.  The location hours 
of operation and answers to frequently asked questions are also included. 
 
FJC Website  
A website for the Family Justice Center was created to provide comprehensive 
information to victims, service providers and the public in general about the services 
available at the FJC. 
 
The FJC website can be accessed through Montgomery County’s main page or directly 
at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/fjc . In addition to providing information about the 
FJC concept, it contains a wide range of information including: 

• The goals, mission and core values of the FJC   
• Services provided at the FJC and links to the providers’ websites  
• Signs of an abusive relationship 
• Tips to stay safe in an abusive relationship  
• Answers to frequently asked questions  
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• FJC contact information, location and a link to obtain directions to the center.   
 

2. Establishing the FJC Foundation 501 (c) (3);  
 

FJC Foundation 501 (c) (3) 
In October 2008 several community members of the DVCC met to create the FJC 
Foundation, a non-profit corporation whose mission is to support the charitable and 
educational activities of the Montgomery County Family Justice Center in order to 
strengthen the lives of families affected by domestic violence. The foundation has 10 
Board members:   
 

• Resa Levy, President 
• Susan Mize, Vice President 
• Donna Rismiller, Secretary 
• Dorothy Fait, Treasurer 
• Catherine Leggett  
• David Belkin 
• Tom Degonia,  
• Denise Bayerle 
• David Cohen 
• Marilyn Bagel.   
 

The Foundation has been instrumental in raising community awareness and support of 
the FJC. Through the MCFJC Foundation, the Center has been the recipient of more 
than $225,000 in cash and in-kind gifts of products and services delivered and 
promised. Special mention should be made to our lead gift donors, Verizon Wireless, 
Kaiser Permanente and Geico Philanthropic Foundation.  Also to Montgomery Alliance, 
Women Who Care Ministries and the hundreds of donors and volunteer who gave the 
gifts of their time and talent, and especially to ArtSeen, June Linowitz and Ellen Belkin 
for their outstanding contribution in bringing the gift of art to the FJC, and to the 
attorneys who have offered their pro bono legal advice and services, to the volunteers 
who greeted clients at the FJC Intake Desk and to those who have provided the 
furnishings that so clearly helped to bring the welcoming atmosphere desired. 
 
FJC Foundation Website 
The Montgomery County Family Justice Center Foundation website is located at 
www.mcfjcfoundation.org/ it links the community to information about the FJC, the FJC 
Foundation Board, news releases about the FJC and sponsorship and volunteer 
opportunities.  
 

3. Developing a pro-bono lawyer’s initiative for domestic violence victims  
 
Pro-bono Lawyers Initiative 
In May 2009 letters to 545 Montgomery County attorneys were mailed inviting them to 
participate in the Pro-bono Lawyer’s Initiative. Joining this project would signify that the 
attorney is committed to accepting pro-bono referrals for protective order, family law and 
criminal cases deemed to be retaliatory.  Another option is for attorneys to accept pro-
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bono or lo-bono referrals for family law cases, criminal defense or another area related 
to their practice.   
The development of this program is ongoing.  Free training pertaining to domestic 
violence case law will be available to all participating attorneys during the fall 2009. 
Representatives from the House of Ruth and Office of the State’s Attorney will conduct 
the training.   
 

4. Implementing a Kid’s Camp program for child witnesses of domestic violence 
 
Kid’s Camp Program 
Victim Service Committee members collaborated with the Montgomery County 
Department of Recreation and the Rockville City Recreation Department to establish a 
Kid’s Camp Program for child witnesses of domestic violence.  Children from the Betty 
Ann Krahnke Center, Safe Start Program and Abused Persons Program were referred 
to participate in the Rockville Summer Playground Program and Fab Five Camp at no 
cost or at a significantly reduced cost.  The Montgomery County Department of 
Recreation provided 10 slots for their Playground Program located at various slots 
throughout the county.  For the summer of 2009 a total of14 children were able to 
participate in the Kid’s Camp Program.  
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 

Chair:  Donna Rismiller 
 

 
The Education and Outreach Committee has focused on 3 priorities this year:   

1. Education and outreach;  
2. Education and outreach to the youth in the county about healthy teen dating 

relationships; and  
3. Education and outreach regarding FJC services to victims, private attorneys 

and the immigrant community.  
 
The following is a summary of projects the committee has completed in 2008-2009 to 
meet these priorities: 

1. Education and outreach: 
 
Fatherhood Conference 
On November 8, 2008 The Education and Outreach Committee, in partnership with 
numerous public and private agencies, hosted a successful conference for 
approximately 250 Montgomery County fathers.   It was a wonderful day to celebrate 
the importance of a father’s role in the lives of their children and to emphasize the 
importance to children of mutual respect between their parents.  The conference 
effectively reached the general population in addition to “high promise” fathers who 
have additional challenges with fatherhood due to their own personal obstacles. The 
primary objective of the Fatherhood Conference was to encourage all dads to connect 
with their children, be available to their children and also responsible for providing for 
them.  Research shows that children with involved fathers enjoy more positive 
outcomes in many domains, including self-esteem, school performance and social 
development.1   
 
Charles Mann, co-founder of the Good Samaritan Foundation, former Washington 
Redskin and advocate of responsible fatherhood kicked off the day as the keynote 
speaker.  Participants then had the opportunity to attend workshops which were offered 
in both Spanish and English on a variety of topics including: 
 

• Raising boys to be responsible men; 
• The father’s role in building the self-esteem of their daughters;  
• Teen dads and new dads;  
• Turning high risk children into high promise children;  
• Financial management tools; and  
• Healthy parenting and the art of communication.   
 

In addition to the structured sessions the conference featured over 30 information tables 
where attendees were able to obtain information about county programs and resources.  

                                                 
1 The National Fatherhood Clearinghouse website.   
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Conference participants could also take advantage of the Health Fair which offered free 
diabetes and cholesterol screenings for the first 100 participants.  Free high blood 
pressure and vision tests were available for all.   
 
Feedback on the conference was documented in individual participant surveys.  Among 
the many positive responses attendees stated the following:  
 

• "This conference made me feel reassured that I am making the right decisions in 
regard to my children and family." 

• "I received a lot of useful information that I can use with my children and family." 
• "This conference made me think- am I doing what I should be doing?" 
• "There is no manual on how to be a Dad - this conference was enlightening and 

will help me to sharpen my skills - I will report back later as to my success in 
applying what I have learned." 

 
The Fatherhood Conference was made possible through a collaborative effort with and 
among other agencies the Office of the Sheriff, Office of the State’s Attorney, the 
Criminal Justice Coordinating Commission, Montgomery County Circuit Court, 
Montgomery County Public Schools, and Montgomery County Departments of Health & 
Human Services, Recreation, Economic Development, Correction & Rehabilitation and 
Maryland Division of Parole & Probation.   
 

2. Education and outreach to the youth in the county about healthy teen dating 
relationships; 

 
Healthy Teen Dating Curriculum 
In the interest of domestic violence prevention the Education and Outreach Committee 
developed a Healthy Teen Dating Presentation geared to educate the county’s 
secondary school students about healthy dating relationships.  The program consists of 
a 30 minute PowerPoint presentation and is intended for middle school students, who 
are just entering dating relationships.  However the presentation is also appropriate for 
high school students. The material in the presentation is a combination of three widely 
used and approved curricula: Liz Claiborne’s Love Is Not Abuse, Break the Cycle and 
the CDC’s Choose Respect. 
 
The primary objectives identified for this presentation were:  

1) To educate students on components of a healthy relationship 
2) To help teens recognize abusive behaviors in dating relationships  
3) To encourage self-help seeking behaviors if they find themselves in an 
abusive relationship  
4) To provide intervention tips if they recognize that a friend is in an abusive 
relationship  
 

To test the overall effectiveness and obtain feedback from the target population and 
educators on the presentation, a pilot project was implemented by staff from the 
County’s Department of Health and Human Services and the Offices of the State’s 
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Attorney and Sheriff in May 2009.   Gaithersburg and Springbrook High Schools along 
with the Montgomery Village Middle School were the sites selected for the trial.   
During the Springbrook High School visit on May 26th the presentation was shown to 
over 130 students in 9th and 10th grade over the course of 6 class periods.  The 
presenters also visited an ESOL class with approximately 20 students at Gaithersburg 
High School on May 28th.   The ages of the ESOL students ranged from 15 to 20 years 
of age.  While the students had some suggestions to enhance the videos and the 
design of the presentation, overall the students at both schools approved of the 
curriculum with 96.5% of them recommending it to their peers. Teachers 
overwhelmingly recognize the need for the program at their schools and would like the 
presentation to be shown during the next school year.   
 
The Education and Outreach Committee members will make the necessary revisions to 
the presentation and plan to focus on ongoing outreach to the schools during the 2009-
2010 school year.   
 
Healthy Teen Dating Conference 
Over 20 county agencies came together in June to begin planning for Choose Respect 
Montgomery, a teen dating conference in recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month (Appendix C).  The conference will take place on Saturday, November 14, 2009 
at the Rockville Campus of Montgomery College.  The conference will feature a 
performance by City at Peace, whose mission is to promote awareness of domestic 
violence among youth.  Several workshop sessions for boys and girls ages of 12 to 18 
on topics related to healthy teen dating behaviors, recognizing abuse in dating 
relationships and misuse of technology will occur throughout the day. Parents will 
participate in separate workshop sessions offered in English and Spanish regarding 
teen dating relationships. 
A Teen Dating Public Service Announcement contest will also be launched in 
conjunction with the conference.  The winners in the Spanish and English video division 
of the contest will be announced at the conclusion of the conference.  The winning PSA 
will ultimately be submitted for broadcast on a local TV and/ or radio station. 

 
3. Education and outreach regarding FJC services to victims, private attorneys and 

the immigrant community.  
 
Bus Cards 
New Bus Cards were designed to target domestic violence victims and promote 
awareness in the community of the newly opened FJC.  The bus cards were produced 
in both English and Spanish.  The Spanish translation was provided by certified court 
interpreters, Alexandra Douglas and Nieves Valez Costa, who generously volunteered 
their time to assist with the project.  The posters were placed in at least 200 of the 
county’s Ride-on buses.  Additionally bus cards were distributed and displayed 
throughout county buildings and local retail establishments. 
The bus cards are very colorful and include a photo of the FJC location and a photo of a 
mother and young child along with the phrase “Providing Help for Hurting Families in 
a Safe and Comfortable Environment: The Montgomery County Family Justice 
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Center”.  The location of the FJC, hours of operation, website address and services 
available at the center are all printed on the bus card (Appendices D & E). 
A prior bus card campaign promoted in 2008 to target abusers through the message 
“Anger is False Power Get Help Call 240 777-4000” continued to be posted in Ride-
on buses into the spring of 2009. (Appendix F) 
 
Outreach to Private Attorneys 
Recognizing that many victims often seek assistance regarding domestic violence from 
their attorneys, the Education and Outreach Committee of the DVCC focused on 
promoting awareness of the FJC to private attorneys in Montgomery County. The first 
opportunity to accomplish this objective was on April 24, 2009, when several DVCC 
members staffed a table at Montgomery County’s Law Day in their capacity as 
members of the FJC Foundation Board of Directors.  This event is supported by the 
American Bar Association and is organized in many jurisdictions across the United 
States to bring attorneys together for a day of networking and presentations.  With the 
event drawing approximately 500 local attorneys it was ideal for DVCC members to 
conduct outreach and provide information about the FJC at one single event.  FJC 
brochures were distributed widely at Law Day and services available to domestic 
violence victims at the FJC were discussed and highlighted.   

 
Domestic Violence Posters 
The committee partnered with the Montgomery County Department of Liquor Control to 
distribute the final 150 multi-lingual domestic violence posters (Appendix G) to liquor 
licensees throughout the county.  There was a particular concentration in distribution to 
the immigrant neighborhoods of Wheaton and Takoma Park.  The licensees placed 
them in their establishments, often in their ladies’ restrooms.  These posters provide 
information to victims of domestic violence about services available to them without 
regard to their immigration status.   
 
Public Service Announcements 
Montgomery Municipal Cable Television, Channel 16 has begun to air the Public 
Service Announcement (PSA) in both English and Spanish.  The PSA produced in 2007 
is intended to increase domestic violence victims’ awareness of 24 hour assistance 
through the Montgomery County Crisis Center that is available without regard to their 
immigration status.  
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LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

Chair:  Laura Chase 
 
 

The Legislative and Policy Planning Committee had 3 major initiatives in 2009:  
1. Ongoing implementation and evaluation of the Lethality Assessment Protocol; 
2. Coordination with the Office of Intergovernmental Relations and the Maryland 
Network Against Domestic Violence on domestic violence legislation at the General 
Assembly; and  
3. Modification of county bill establishing the DVCC by increasing the membership. 

 
1. Ongoing implementation and evaluation of the Lethality Assessment Protocol 

(LAP) 
 
Lethality Assessment and Protocol 
In August 2008 the Montgomery County Department of Police, Office of the Sheriff and 
municipal police departments implemented LAP, a danger assessment tool for officers 
to utilize when they respond to domestic violence calls.  Deputies in the Sheriff’s Office 
also use the LAP in cases where the victim files for a protective order and there was no 
police intervention. The purpose of the Lethality Assessment Protocol is to help those 
victims at the greatest risk of harm to access domestic violence services.   
 
The protocol requires officers to ask the victim of an intimate partner assault a series of 
11 questions at the scene of an incident.  If the victim answers in the affirmative to 4 of 
the questions or in the affirmative to one of the 3 “automatic trigger” questions, or if the 
officer has concerns based on his/her professional experience, the victim is screened 
into the protocol.  The responding officer then advises the victim of the high danger 
assessment and will contact the Crisis Center hotline and attempt to connect the victim 
with a counselor for safety planning. 
 
Patrol officers have embraced the LAP in Montgomery County.  It provides them with a 
useful tool and direction when responding to often difficult domestic violence calls.  
Quarterly reports are prepared by participating Maryland jurisdictions which show the 
ratio between the number of victims who complete a LAP survey and talk with a crisis 
counselor.   
 
The Family Crimes Division- Domestic Violence Unit (FCD-DVU) of the Montgomery 
County Police Department has maintained the records and collected all pertinent data 
from LAP surveys conducted by Montgomery County Police Department and Rockville 
and Gaithersburg City Police Departments. For the period August 1, 2008 to July 31, 
2009, 1131 LAP surveys were completed by these law enforcement offices. Of the 
victims surveyed, 768 (68%) were considered high risk by either screening in “according 
to protocol” or based on officers’ belief. Nearly three-quarters (564) of those high risk 
victims were put in direct contact with a counselor at the Abused Persons Program or 
the Crisis Center. An additional 43 victims who were willing and interested in speaking 
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with APP, but were unable to do so at the time, were provided with the program/contact 
information. They agreed to call APP at a later time or the following day.  
 
LAP data were also collected from the Abused Persons Program to determine the 
number of domestic violence victims that followed up with counseling services whether 
it is for telephone crisis counseling, in-person safety planning or counseling sessions. 
The statistics indicate a good number have continued in counseling and/or working with 
APP victim advocates on safety planning and legal processes. Most of these clients 
would not have come to the program without this protocol. 

  
Specific information about the victim’s follow through for services is listed below in data 
compiled by APP for a period of 11 months, between August 2008 and June 30, 2009.  
It includes LAP referrals from all law enforcement agencies including MCPD, Sheriff’s 
Office, Park Police and all Police Municipalities in Montgomery County. 
 

·         671 Victims were screened as high danger by the county and municipal 
police departments and sheriff’s office; 

·         89% of these high danger victims agreed to speak to the APP hotline 
counselor; and 

·         42% of these victims came into APP for services (at least one face-to-face 
meeting) 

 
2. Coordination with the Office of Intergovernmental Relations and the Maryland 

Network Against Domestic Violence on domestic violence legislation at the 
General Assembly 

 
 Legislative Updates  
The Domestic Violence Coordinating Council worked with the Maryland Network 
Against Domestic Violence and the Office of Intergovernmental Relations in support of 
the 2009 domestic violence legislative agenda in the General Assembly in Annapolis.  
The following is a summary of domestic violence legislation that passed and will take 
effect October 1, 2009:  
 

HB 845/SB 1049 Domestic Violence Awareness “Tween/Teen Dating Violence 
Education and Awareness   
This bill requires the State Board of Education to develop and implement a 
program in the schools to educate students about dating violence.   

  
HB 296/SB 267 Family Law Protective Orders Surrender of Firearms  
This bill will require that a final protective order include a provision that 
respondent shall surrender to law enforcement any firearm in the respondent’s 
possession and to refrain from the possession of any firearm for the duration of 
the protective order. The violation would be a misdemeanor. 

 
HB302/SB268 Family Law Temporary Protective Orders Surrender of Firearms   

Page 19 of 41  



DVCC 2009 Annual Report 
 

This bill authorizes a Judge entering a temporary protective order to order a 
respondent to surrender to law enforcement authorities any firearm in the 
person’s possession.  A violation would be a misdemeanor.  

 
HB98/SB601 Domestic Violence Temporary Protective Orders Extension   
This provides for an increase in the period of time from thirty days to six months 
for a Judge to extend a temporary protective order to enable the order to be 
served upon the respondent.  
 

3. Modification of county bill establishing the DVCC by increasing the membership  
 
DVCC Membership 
In May 2009 Bill 26-09, which sought to alter the membership of the DVCC by adding a 
16th member, representing the Montgomery County Public School (MCPS) Board of 
Education was introduced to the Montgomery County Council.  The bill subsequently 
passed on June 30, 2009. 
 
The Legislative and Policy Planning committee along with all DVCC members sought to 
fill a very recognizable gap in victim services and outreach through the introduction and 
support of this amendment in the charter. The DVCC recognizes the importance of 
projects that pertain to the youth in Montgomery County.  Yet there was no 
representative on the board to facilitate the collaboration with the school system. The 
addition of a member representing the MCPS Board of Education will greatly enhance 
and create a formal connection between the DVCC and Montgomery County Public 
Schools. A copy of the DVCC bill 23-05 and subsequent bill 26-09 can be found in 
appendix H. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEXT YEAR 
 

Recommendation #1: Collaboration among FJC agency partners, FJC Foundation 
and community volunteers for ongoing sustainability and effective operation of 
the Montgomery County Family Justice Center 
 
The DVCC wishes to recognize the very important contributions and support of the 
County Council and the County Executive towards the establishment and operation of 
Montgomery County’s Family Justice Center (FJC). 
 
To date approximately 500 clients have received services at the FJC from onsite and 
off-site partners.  The Family Justice Center Foundation 501(c) (3), established in 
October, 2008 as a non-profit corporation developed to support the activities of the FJC. 
Since its inception the FJC Foundation has grown in membership and now includes 10 
board members. The creation of an advisory board to the foundation is also being 
planned. 
 
The foundation, in less than a year has attained outstanding support and community 
awareness for the FJC. As a result of the foundation’s efforts the center has received 
more than $225,000.00 in cash and in-kind gifs. The foundation’s fundraising has 
directly assisted with furnishing the children’s play area, interview rooms and waiting 
area. Commitments from several local attorneys for pro bono representation along with 
food items and small gifts for children have also been abundantly provided by the 
foundation. 
 
Additional essential support for the FJC has come from individuals in the community 
who have expressed interest in volunteering at the center.  In July, 2009 ten volunteers 
completed training on the dynamics of domestic violence, its impact on children, 
protective orders, the criminal justice system, and the basic operational procedures of 
the FJC.  Volunteers have since dedicated their time on a daily basis at the FJC staffing 
the Intake Desk.  Some of the many tasks performed by volunteers include processing 
client intake, monitoring children in the play area and translating for clients who speak 
languages other than English.   
 
The staff from the FJC in cooperation with members of the community presented a plan 
to implement the pilot program for video conferencing of temporary protective orders 
between the FJC and the courts.  This project will be one of only two in the country. 
 
Action Plan:   
The Domestic Violence Coordinating Council and FJC partners will continue to 
collaborate with the FJC Foundation in order to sustain the operation of the center, 
increase awareness of domestic violence and help families maintain violence free 
homes.  
 
The Family Justice Center staff, in conjunction with the judges of the District and Circuit 
Court, will implement a plan for providing videoconferencing for temporary protective 
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orders from the FJC in accordance with the administrative order signed by Chief Judge 
Robert M. Bell.   
 

The FJC partner agencies will sustain the recruitment of qualified and diverse 
volunteers to assist with the daily operation of the FJC and with special events in the 
next year. 
 

Recommendation #2 Collaboration support with County schools on more 
widespread implementation of the Healthy Teen Dating Curriculum 
 
Data just released on June 10, 2009 by Teenage Research Unlimited (TRU) for Liz 
Claiborne and the Family Violence Prevention Fund (FVPF) indicated that one in three 
teens in the United States report they experience threats of physical or sexual violence. 
This is an enormous increase over of the past 10 years when it was estimated that one 
in eight teens experienced physical or sexual violence.  Almost one in two who are 
already involved in dating relationships report being controlled, threatened, and coerced 
to do things they did not want to do.  Esta Soler, President of FVPF stated, “the poll 
shows a disconnect between what some parents think is happening with their teenage 
children and what teens are really experiencing.”  Additionally, more than half the 
parents surveyed (58%) could not identify all the warning signs of abuse.¹ Technology 
has made teen dating abuse more pervasive as one in three teens who have been in a 
relationship report they have been text messaged 10, 20, 30 times an hour by a partner 
finding out where they are, what they are doing, or who they are with.² 
 

Young teens known as tweens (those between the ages of 11-14) are not immune to 
dating violence.  More than one in three 11-12 year olds say they have been in a dating 
relationship, two in five who have been in a relationship know friends who have been 
emotionally abused via technology such as a cell phone, instant message or social 
networking sites, one in five 13-14 year olds in relationships say they know friends and 
peers who have been struck in anger by a boyfriend or girlfriend and only half of tweens 
claim to know the warning signs of a bad / hurtful relationship.³  Adolescent victims of 
dating violence are more likely to engage in high-risk behaviors, including substance 
abuse, unhealthy weight control, sexually risky behavior, pregnancy and suicidal 
thoughts. 4 
 

Many states including Rhode Island and Nebraska responded to dating abuse trends 
and in 2008 recommended the incorporation of a teen dating violence curriculum in all 
schools.  Maryland followed this year with House Bill 845 Tween/Teen Dating Violence 
Education and Awareness. It requires the State Board of Education to encourage 
county boards of education to incorporate specified lessons on dating violence into 
health curricula in order to educate students about dating violence. 
 
The DVCC believes that early intervention will help prevent the devastating impact of 
dating violence and overall have a positive impact on these young lives. The DVCC  
___________________ 
¹ Teenage Research Unlimited (TRU), Commissioned by Liz Claiborne, Inc. and the Family Violence     Prevention Fund, June, 
2009. 
² Teenage Research Unlimited (TRU), Commissioned by Liz Claiborne, Inc., January, 2007. 
³ Teenage Research Unlimited (TRU), Commissioned by Liz Claiborne, Inc., June, 2008. 
4  Jay G. Silverman, Ph.D. et al., “Dating Violence against Adolescent Girls and Associated Substance Use, Unhealthy Weight 
Control, Sexual Risk behavior, Pregnancy and Suicidality.” Journal of the American Medical Association. October 2001.  
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conducted a healthy teen dating pilot program in two high schools in May 2009. The 
curriculum focused on identifying healthy and unhealthy relationships, roles in dating 
relationships, self help seeking behaviors and provided dating violence resources, in 
addition to tips on speaking out to a peer about dating violence. A survey requesting 
feedback from all students who participated was distributed at the conclusion of the 
presentation.  Overall the survey showed a positive response from teens with 97% of 
the students recommending that their peers view the program. 
 
Action Plan: 
The DVCC will continue to address this important issue of teen dating violence in the  
next year by coordinating with middle and high school principals, ESOL counselors and 
health educators to expose more students to the curriculum. 
 
Recommendation #3 Increase Awareness and Expansion of Services for Child 
Witnesses of Domestic Violence 
 
In 2004 the Safe Start counseling program was established through a Montgomery 
County Council initiative to address the traumatic impact of domestic violence on child 
witnesses.  The program, by design, removes barriers for parent(s) seeking counseling 
for their children by offering counseling sessions at no cost and at locations convenient 
to the family.  Direct services for the children are provided through a contract with 
Chesapeake Counseling Associates, LLC.  The program is educational and aims to 
build resiliency in child witnesses of domestic violence as it helps them cope with topics 
such as conflict resolution, fears, safety planning, peer relations, self esteem and guilt 
reduction.  Referrals for the program are processed through the Office of the Sheriff and 
can be initiated by any agency in Montgomery County.  This includes law enforcement, 
schools, courts and social service agencies. 
 
In the 5 years since the program began nearly 1800 children were referred to Safe Start 
for services.   As expected, the majority of the referrals came from the Abused Persons 
Program and the Office of the Sheriff.   Increased awareness of the program among 
other agencies is necessary in order to reach a larger base of children in need of this 
service. With the expansion of the DVCC membership to include the schools, the DVCC 
will be able to increase awareness of this service among school staff.  Outreach to court 
personnel and other agencies within the Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) will also be explored. 
 
This year the DVCC collaborated with the Montgomery Department of Recreation and 
Rockville City Department of Recreation to make available camp programs for children 
exposed to domestic violence.  Fourteen children from the domestic violence shelter 
and Safe Start were able to attend camp programs at no cost.   
 
Action Plan: 
The DVCC will coordinate informational session for MCPS, court personnel and HHS 
staff on the Safe Start Program. 
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Further coordination will take place with local recreation departments to create 
additional camp slots for these children. 
 
Recommendation # 4 Continuation of programs for outreach and education to the 
immigrant community on domestic violence issues 
 
The Coordinating Council recognizes the need for education and outreach to members 
of the immigrant community who may be at higher risk for domestic violence-related 
crime and are less familiar with County resources and services.  The DVCC is 
collaborating with various community partners to get the message out to this community 
about the resources available and that their immigration status will not matter when 
seeking services for their safety. 
 
The DVCC will attempt to continue its bus card project which places bi-lingual bus cards 
containing information about the Family Justice Center on county Ride-On buses and 
numerous public locations throughout the county. Public Service Announcements, in 
both English and Spanish will also be aired periodically on Montgomery Municipal Cable 
Television, Channel 16 throughout the year. 
 
Action Plan: 
The Domestic Violence Coordinating Council will continue to collaborate with 
community partners to provide outreach and education to immigrants through the 
distribution of Family Justice Center posters in immigrant neighborhoods, market areas, 
clinics, restaurants, recreational facilities, and other public places, and through 
placement of bus cards on as many of the county Ride-On buses as possible. FJC staff 
will coordinate with the Montgomery County Office of Community Partnerships to 
engage leaders of the immigrant community and to seek their assistance in promoting 
the services at the FJC. 
 
Recommendation #5 Review of Policies and Practices to Increase Offender 
Accountability  
 
The DVCC reviewed current domestic violence offender supervision (primarily Pre-Trial 
Services and the Division of Parole and Probation) and counseling (Abused Persons 
Program Abuser Intervention Program) services.  Research is confirming the usefulness 
of close supervision of offenders in civil and criminal matters in conjunction with 
specialized counseling.  One focus area for the next year will be policies and practices 
for enhancing accountability of and services to domestic violence offenders. 
 
Action Plan:  
The DVCC will explore promising practices for increased offender accountability and 
consider the implementation of new programs or policy revisions.  
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